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Recently published 
stories indicate that 
crime victims have 
gained a sympathetic ear 
with certain regulators at 
local and state levels regarding pay-
ment of towing and storage fees after 
a stolen vehicle is found.

The argument goes that crime 
victims shouldn’t have to pay such 
fees. And in Oklahoma, for instance, 
the Legislature is weighing Senate Bill 
256, which would eliminate tow stor-
age charges for such crime victims 
– with the caveat that towing compa-
nies would be able to seek restitution 
or payment from the district attorney. 

If there’s one thing that gets tow 
company owners and operators riled 
up it’s the thought of nonpayment of 
services. Comments abound on Tow 
Times’ Facebook page about this very 
subject. 

“Every single company that 
provides a service charges for that 
service. Why in the world do people 
expect first responders who work 
horrible hours and a very dangerous 
job to forego our pay money because 
someone else stole your car?” com-
ments a Facebook reader about a 
story out of Oregon. 

The Oklahoma Wrecker Owners 
Association states in its newsletter 
that its defense of charges is fall-
ing on deaf ears. “The bill would be 
devastating to our industry,” caus-
ing much havoc and mayhem to tow 
operators. “We cannot allow this bill 
to pass.” 

Wrecker owners point out that 
sometimes the notice of possessory 
lien falls through the cracks when a 
vehicle is stolen in one county and 
recovered in another. “That is not fair 
to us.” Stay tuned. 

Following is a roundup of legisla-
tive proposals in other states. 

Mississippi 
The State Senate 

wanted to allow towing 
companies in Mississippi 
with unpaid tow bills to re-
tain and possibly sell personal proper-
ty inside vehicles for payment. The bill, 
SB 2182, was initiated after a towing 
company complained of semi-truck 
customer that hadn’t paid its several 
thousand-dollar bill.  

Under the proposal, vehicle owners 
would have been allowed to retrieve 
medication, educational materials, 
child restraint seats, mail, check books 
and/or credit cards. The bill, however 
died. State Sen. Joey Fillingane said he 
introduced the bill because tow com-
panies are not getting paid for their 
work, according to news reports. 

New Mexico
New Mexico was 

forced to end its vehicle 
seizure or forfeiture pro-
gram after two courts ruled 
it was in violation of the U.S. Consti-
tution and state law. The program had 
netted New Mexico $13.5 million over 
eight years, proceeds that likely boost-
ed many towing companies. 

Court proceedings indicated that 
as many as half of the vehicles seized 
were taken from people who were not 
the vehicles’ owners and had nei-
ther done anything wrong nor been 
convicted of a crime. New Mexico’s 
Forfeiture Act requires cities to obtain 
a criminal conviction before initiating 
a forfeiture action. But an Albuquerque 
ordinance allowed immediate taking of 
vehicles from people accused of drunk 
driving and driving with a suspended 

license, which the courts found prob-
lematic. 

Texas 
A Senate bill would 

regulate the use of auto-
matic license plate readers 
by law enforcement and mu-
nicipal enforcement. Automatic license 
plate readers can take up to 1,800 
images per minute, making the use and 
archiving of data a big concern. 

Senate Bill 78 stipulates that data 
may be used strictly for law enforce-
ment purposes and that municipal 
enforcement can use it only to issue 
citations. Data must be “destroyed 
promptly after collection” unless it 
involves a criminal offense or inves-
tigation, plus it cannot be shared 
commercially. The bill doesn’t directly 
address repossession company use of 
license plate readers. About 18 states 
have enacted legislation regarding 
license plate readers. 

Virginia
The state passed a bill 

to increase the penalty for 
motorists who violate the 
Move Over law, making it a 
class 1 misdemeanor with up to a $2,500 
fine or a year in jail. Under the old law 
a first offense was considered a traffic 
infraction, punishable by a fine of not 
more than $250. 

HB 1911, which passed the full 
Legislature, appears to be in response to 
several near-misses reported by state po-
lice and the 2018 death of a firefighter on 
the roadside. Both the House and Senate 
voted overwhelmingly for the bill. 
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