
36   towtimes.com  n  MARCH 2019

Several towing-related bills 
have popped up in legislatures across 
the country, and at least three proposals 
are connected to Move Over laws from 
New Hampshire to West Virginia. 

Towing operators increasingly are 
critical of Move Over laws and enforce-
ment, stating they don’t do enough to 
protect tow truck drivers or operators 
on the roadside.  

Here are a selection of bills poten-
tially affecting towing company owners 
and operators. 

Indiana 
The state wants to amend 

its abandoned vehicle legis-
lation to include inspection 
rights for owners, lienhold-

ers and insurance compa-
nies, require itemized receipts upon 
payment, certain hours of operation and 
phone calls as outlined below. 

The proposal specifies that towing 
companies cannot charge for inspection 
during regular business hours, and it 
spells out what forms of payment are 
acceptable – from cash to money orders. 
In addition, House Bill 1183 would 
require that towing companies return 
phone calls within a 24-hour period. 

However, the legislation also ex-
empts certain towing operators from its 
provisions, including towing performed 
for auto clubs, car dealers, insurance 
companies or for seizure. 

At press time, HB 1183 was in the 
House Committee on Roads and Trans-
portation. 

New Hampshire 
The state’s House Trans-

portation Committee is 
seeking to expand New 
Hampshire’s Move Over 

requirement to include all 
vehicles with blue, red or amber emer-
gency or warning lights on roadways, 
not only stationary vehicles. The bill 

also calls for an undetermined increase 
in fines for drivers caught violating the 
law. 

House Bill 372, carried over from 
the 2018 session, thus far has only one 
sponsor, no companion piece in the 
State Senate and no comments attached. 

However, the National Motorists 
Association is on record as opposing 
the proposal, stating New Hampshire 
already has a Move Over statute, plus 
the bill would increase fines. 

North Dakota 
In North Dakota, the 

legislature shot down a bill 
related to consumer towing 
protections that would 

have changed and/or updated 
existing towing legislation, including 
loosening requirements for handling of 
abandoned vehicles. 

House Bill 1218 would have reduced 
the period under which notice must 
be given from 10 days to five, required 
emergency towing providers to docu-
ment tows with photos or videos, which 
also would have applied to private prop-
erty towing. In addition, the bill would 
have prohibited towing operators from 
engaging in unsolicited emergency tows, 
among other things. 

 On the consumer side, HB 1218 
would have established a complaint 
mechanism for insurers and drivers, re-
quired itemized estimate of charges plus 
a rate sheet for towing services, etc. 

However, legislators rejected the bill 
90 to 3 during its second reading, spar-
ing the towing industry major changes, 
at least for now. 

Virginia
The State General Assem-

bly is considering House 
Bill 2011 to authorize a spe-
cial license plate in support 

of Virginia’s Move Over law. 
The plate would state “Move Over” and 

would honor firefighter Bradford T. 
Clark, 43, whose fire truck was struck by 
a tractor-trailer while he was working a 
roadside crash during severe weather in 
October 2018. The new tag would cost 
motorists an additional $25 per year. 

However, according to news reports, 
widow Melanie Clark is calling for 
changes to Virginia’s Move Over law. 
“Kind of give it some teeth. Right now, 
it’s hard to enforce,” she said.

West Virginia 
Tow trucks, wreckers 

and tilted bed vehicles 
registered with the West 
Virginia Public Service 

Commission would be added 
to the list of vehicles authorized to use 
flashing red warning lights under Senate 
Bill 232.

Tow trucks, which currently are 
restricted to yellow or amber flash-
ing warning lights, would have to be 
stationary on a highway and providing 
road service to a disabled vehicle. Some 
towing operators complain that yellow 
or amber flashing lights no longer grab 
motorists’ attention to slow down or 
move over. 

The Senate bill also would establish 
guidelines and a fee schedule for use of a 
second wrecker or other vehicle during 
a vehicle recovery.   

In addition, the proposal would 
boost penalties for Move Over viola-
tors to $1,000 versus $500 currently 
in effect, higher for impaired drivers – 
$2,000, up from $1,000. 

Some States Focus on
Move Over Violators  

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE By Maria T. Padilla
mpadilla@towtimesmag.com

Tow Times wants to know about your
state lobbying or monitoring efforts. Email 
mpadilla@towtimesmag.com.

mailto:mpadilla@towtimesmag.com

