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The start of a new year often brings 
with it new laws that are enacted – in 
California alone more than 1,000 new 
laws entered the books at the start of 
the year, but even in smaller states such 
as Tennessee new laws numbered 30, 
according to news reports. 

The laws run the gamut from 
minimum wage increases to minimum 
property damages that trigger a written 
vehicle accident report. Here’s a look at 
some state laws that went into effect in 
January. 

Idaho
In Idaho, the state 

legislature passed a 
law requiring first-time 
convicted drunken drivers 
to have an ignition interlock device 
installed on their vehicles for one year. 
According to the new law, the device is 
set at .025 blood-alcohol reading, after 
which the vehicle will not start. Idaho 
joins 30 other states and Washington, 
D. C., in requiring ignition interlock 
devices. An older state law required 
ignition interlocks only after the second 
and subsequent drunk driving offenses. 

Michigan 
The state passed a 

stricter Move Over law 
requiring drivers to slow 
down by 10 miles below the 
speed limit when passing an emergency, 
maintenance or utility vehicle with 
flashing lights. Violators may be fined 
$400. The law, which goes into effect 
in February, strengthens an existing 
law mandating that motorists “give a 
lane” but didn’t spell out whether to 
slow down or what to do on divided 
highways. 

New Jersey 
The state legislature, acknowledging 

that towing laws and regulations are 
“fragmented” among agencies and local 

governments, resulting in 
“inconsistent or inadequate 
regulations,” clarified 
that the Predatory Towing 
Act doesn’t prevent towing 
companies from charging a reasonable 
fee for towing or storage if the tow was 
initiated by authorities and/or the fee 
is established in a local government fee 
schedule.

Earlier in the year, a New Jersey 
state senator proposed deducting points 
from drivers’ licenses for violations of 
the Move Over law, but the bill didn’t 
move forward. 

Texas 
The speed limit was 

lowered by 5 miles per hour 
– with a top speed being 70 
miles per hour – on some rural 
highways in west Texas, including parts 
of U.S. Highway 285, Highway 302, RM 
652 and Highway 18, to boost highway 
safety. “This is being done in the interest 
of safety for the traveling public. We 
recognize that some will not appreciate 
this decision, but we feel it is the best 
course of action in terms of safety.”

Utah 
The state lowered 

the threshold for a DUI 
from 0.08 percent blood-
alcohol limit to 0.05 percent, 
currently the lowest blood-alcohol limit 
in the U.S. The Utah Highway Patrol 
said the law is aimed at saving lives – 
and it’s not too far-fetched to think that 
the lives it may save may be that of a tow 
truck driver or operator.
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Tow Times wants to know about your
state lobbying or monitoring efforts. Email 
mpadilla@towtimesmag.com.

TRUCK FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

•  Heavy-Duty tow with verifiable 
experience

•  Percentage of truck income and full 
benefits

•  Varied hours including nights and 
weekends

•  Class A CDL and clean MVR 
required

 
Email resume to the attention of

Management at 307Tow@gmail.com

2013 Peterbilt 388, Paccar MX13, 
455hp, 18 spd, a/r susp, 20k front, 
double locking 46k rears, 40-ton 
winch, double frame, 166,000 miles, 
$95,000. Call Reagan Enterprises Inc. 
573-564-2542 or 314-740-0246.

TOW OPERATOR/MGR
WANTED

For well established SE Wyoming
Tow Company
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