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About 42 states will kick 
off legislative sessions in January, 
tolling the bell for individuals and 
industries that want to get important 
issues before their elected officials or 
accomplish something at the state level. 

In case towing company owners and 
operators missed it, predatory towing 
has been much in the news lately – in 
Colorado, New Jersey, Michigan and 
other states. It’s a favorite go-to story 
in both print and broadcast, with nearly 
400,000 Google hits in 2018 compared 
with 108,000 for 2017.  

In a 2018 article the Insurance 
Journal cited “predictability” as a major 
concern, particularly “how abusive 
practices impact the cost of emergency 
towing and storage following highway 
accidents. The industry is interested 
in predictability, for the purposes 
of setting rates, and in making sure 
their customers aren’t unnecessarily 
aggravated.” 

The insurance industry, which is 
pushing national towing legislation 
titled NCOIL (see Tow Times, January 
2018), concedes that “NCOIL hasn’t 
yet been able to gain agreement 
on a model law” because it doesn’t 
include enough consumer protections, 
according to the Insurance Journal. 
Click to see NCOIL draft legislation: 
http://ncoil.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/07/Towing-Model-
Final-7-16-18-1.pdf  

Meanwhile, many towing 
associations are seeking refinements to 
the Move Over law as the only glimmer 
of hope in yet another bleak year for 
towing operator fatalities. As of press 
time, 26 towing operator fatalities 
were reported due to accidents on the 
roadside or while on the job. That’s 
about one towing-related fatality every 
other week in 2018. 

Here’s a look at what’s going on in a 
few states. 

Florida 
Florida’s towing industry 

lost an advocate when 
Bob Cortés, a long-time 
towing company owner 

and operator, lost a third bid 
for the state legislature. Cortés 

was gracious in conceding, saying, “It 
is said that in a battle there are always 
‘casualties of war.’ I became one of 
those ‘casualties,’ as we came up short 
in our reelection bid.” 

Idaho
The Idaho Towing and 

Recovery Professionals 
(ITRP), is seeking 
clarification and possibly 

rewording to the state’s 
Slow Down Move Over law 

to include more roadside workers, 
specifically tow truck and DOT workers 
with flashing lights, as well as stranded 
motorists displaying emergency lights. 
ITRP also is pushing for changes in 
abandoned vehicle procedures.  

The Idaho Towing Association 
(ITA), meanwhile, launched a petition 
drive on change.org to collect 
signatures to amend the state’s Move 
Over law, gathering over 450 signatures 
thus far, close to its goal of 500. 

Massachusetts
The Statewide 

Towing Association of 
Massachusetts (STA) 
is making it a No. 1 

priority to strengthen the 
Massachusetts Move Over 

Law to make it easier to enforce and 
to increase penalties and fines for 
violators. In Massachusetts, move-over 

noncompliance may result in a $100 
fine, per current law enacted in 2009. 

 STA also plans to refile a bill to 
increase the passenger vehicle storage 
rate by 20 percent as that is regulated 
by law. It has not been increased in over 
10 years.

West Virginia
The West Virginia 

Towing and Recovery 
Association, working with 
a county commission 

legislative liaison, is 
pushing to include a question 

about the Move Over law in the written 
exam for all new drivers obtaining a 
West Virginia driver’s license. The 
organization also wants to go beyond 
that – into the classroom, for instance. 

“We are going to ask that Move 
Over Slow Down be included in all 
drivers education classes curriculum in 
our public schools. We feel confident 
that the results will be good,” says 
Chris Reed, president of WVTRA.
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Tow Times wants to know about your
state lobbying or monitoring efforts. Email 
mpadilla@towtimesmag.com.

Mark Your Calendars
The Towing and Recovery Asso-

ciation of America (TRAA) is hosting 
Legislative Action Day March 6 to 8 to 
teach TRAA members and affiliated 
state associations proven techniques 
for legislative action.  

“In honor of our 40th anniversary, 
TRAA will be returning to its roots with 
a Legislative Action Day in Washington, 
D.C.” Check traaonline.org/legislative-
actionday/ for details.
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